In the claims: 

1 . A personal multi-media device, comprising: 
a controller portion having, 
5 a host processor, 

a keypad connected to the host processor arranged to receive a user 
supplied command, and 

a display unit arranged to display an image, or a series of correlated 
images, derived from a multi-media content file stored in a multi-media card 
10 connected to the personal multi -media device; and 

a cartridge portion connected to the controller portion by way of a 
multi-media content address/data bus having, 

a slave processor arranged to decode the multi-media content file as 
directed by the host processor, 
15 a mailbox coupling the slave processor to the host processor arranged 

as an addressable latch configured to provide an information channel between 
the host processor and the slave processor, and 

an I/O interface wherein when an external device coupled to the 
external interface includes an external controller, the external controller 
20 supercedes the host processor such that the external device is enabled to store 

selected multi-media content to the multi-media card. 

2. A personal multi-media device as recited in claim 1, wherein the 
cartridge portion further comprises; 
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a memory unit arranged store a selected multi-media content file; 
a multi-media interface configured to connect the multi-media card to 
the slave processor; and 

a modem arranged to connect the slave processor to a distributed 
5 network of interconnected computers. 



3 . A personal multi-media device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 
multi-media content is stored on the multi-media card as a multi-media data packet, 
wherein the multi-media packet includes, 
10 a header portion arranged to identify a multi-media file type associated 

with a particular multi-media file, and 

a payload portion arranged to store the multi-media content 
corresponding to the associated multi-media type. 



15 4. A personal multi-media device as recited in claim 3, wherein the 

multi-media data packet further comprises: 

a liner notes portion corresponding to the payload portion; 
at least one advertising portion corresponding to the header portion 
arranged to provide an advertisement file; and 
20 a cover graphics portion corresponding to the payload portion. 

5. A personal multi -media device as recited in claim 4, wherein the 
multi-media data packet further includes a plurality of correlated graphics portions 
used to form a video stream that is displayed on the display unit. 
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6. A personal multi-media device as recited in claim 1, further 
comprising: 

in the controller portion, 
5 a power supply unit arranged to provide an appropriate power supply 

voltage to the cartridge portion and the controller portion; and 

a keypad input feedback unit arranged to provide real time feed back to 
a user corresponding to a particular user supplied input command. 



10 7. A personal multi-media device as recited in claim 1 , wherein the 

display is selected from a group comprising: an LCD type display, an active matrix 
type display, and a plasma type display. 



8. A personal multi-media device as recited in claim I, further 
15 comprising: 

a multi-media content data pack utility stored in the external processor 
used to create a formatted multi-media data pack for storage in the multi-media card 
as directed by the external processor. 



9. A method of providing a personal multi-media device, comprising: 
providing a controller portion having a host processor, a keypad 
connected to the host processor arranged to receive a user supplied command, and a 
display unit arranged to display an image, or a series of correlated images, derived 
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from a multi-media content file stored in a multi-media card connected to the personal 
multi-media device; and 

providing a cartridge portion connected to the controller portion by 
way of a multi-media content address/data bus having a slave processor arranged to 

5 decode the multi-media content file as directed by the host processor a mailbox 
coupling the slave processor to the host processor arranged as an addressable latch 
configured to provide an information channel between the host processor and the 
slave processor, and an I/O interface wherein when an external device coupled to the 
external interface includes an external controller, the external controller supercedes 

10 the host processor such that the external device is enabled to store selected multi- 
media content to the multi-media card. 



10. A method as recited in claim 9, further comprising: 

providing a memory unit arranged store a selected multi-media content 

15 file; 

providing a multi-media interface configured to connect the multi- 
media card to the slave processor; and 

providing a modem arranged to connect the slave processor to a 
distributed network of interconnected computers. 

20 

11. A method as recited in claim 9, wherein the multi-media content is 
stored on the multi-media card as a multi-media data packet, wherein the multi-media 
packet includes, 
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a header portion arranged to identify a multi-media file type associated 
with a particular multi-media file, and 

a payload portion arranged to store the multi-media content 
corresponding to the associated multi-media type. 



12. A method as recited in claim 1 1 , further comprising: 

providing a liner notes portion corresponding to the payload portion; 
providing at least one advertising portion corresponding to the header 
portion arranged to provide an advertisement file; and 

providing a cover graphics portion corresponding to the payload 

portion. 



13. A method as recited in claim 12, further comprising a plurality of 
correlated graphics portions used to form a video stream that is displayed on the 
display unit. 



14. A method of using a personal multi-media device having a host 
processor, a keypad connected to the host processor arranged to receive a user 
supplied command, and a display unit arranged to display an image, or a series of 
correlated images, derived from a multi-media content file stored in a multi-media 
card connected to the personal multi-media device and a multi-media content 
address/data bus connecting the host processor to a slave processor by way of a 
mailbox arranged to decode the multi-media content file as directed by the host 
processor, wherein the mailbox is arranged as an addressable latch configured to 
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provide an information channel between the host processor and the slave processor, 
and an I/O interface wherein when an external device coupled to the external interface 
includes an external controller, the external controller supercedes the host processor 
such that the external device is enabled to store selected multi-media content to the 
multi-media card, comprising: 

providing power to the PMD; 

initializing the host processor and the slave processor as directed by the host 
processor; 

determining if a multi-media card is connected to the PMD; 

downloading a selected multi-media content file from the multi-media card 
based upon a user supplied selection command; 

parsing the selected multi-media content file by the slave processor; 

passing an image data file to the mailbox by the slave processor; 

notifying the host processor that the mailbox has the image data file; 

decoding an audio content file by the slave processor associated with the 
image data file; and 

outputting substantially simultaneously the image data file by the host 
processor and the decoded audio content file by the slave processor. 

15. A method as recited in claim 1 4, wherein when an external host having 
an external memory is connected to the PMD, then 

superceding operation of the host processor by the external host processor; 

formatting a multi-media data file stored in the external memory into a format 
consistent with the multi-media content file by the external processor; 



SONGP002/SDB/MJF 



29 



Patent Application 



transferring the external formatted multi-media content file from the external 
memory directly to the multi-media card by the slave processor; and 

reliquishing control by the external host processor after the transferring is 
complete. 

5 



10 
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